
Canaries Distanced Learning – Summer 2 
Writing Suggested Tasks 

 
The following guide is a list of suggested activities you could complete with your child 
to further develop their literacy skills. If you wish to continue using resources such as 
Literacy Shed, Oak Academy or other suggestions from previous weeks then please 
do. Some of these activities could last from a few minutes to a couple of days, use 
your own discretion when using the tasks. A lot of the activities could be edited and 
used again if your child needs extra support for example activity 2 could be used for 
multiple characters. 
 

National Curriculum 
Requirement 

Suggested Activity Further 
Support and 
Guidance 

Place the possessive 
apostrophe 
accurately in words 
with regular plurals 
(e.g. girls’, boys’) and 
in words with 
irregular plurals (e.g. 
children’s). 

Take objects from around the house, or 
even an image from a picture book. Write a 
sentence to describe each object. E.g. 
Tom’s red, shiny laptop is on his desk. 

Bitesize 
Poster 
 

Place the possessive 
apostrophe 
accurately in words 
with regular plurals 
(e.g. girls’, boys’) and 
in words with 
irregular plurals (e.g. 
children’s). 

Brainstorm all the items a character has 
within a story e.g. Willy Wonka. Factory/ 
elevator/ chocolate etc. Then write in full 
sentences about that character’s 
possessions. E.g. In Mr Wonka’s factory 
there are loads of exciting machines. 

Bitesize 
Poster 
Writing 
Prompts 
 

Spell words that are 
often misspelt. 

Using the Year 3 spelling list, find 
definitions in a dictionary and then try to 
use them correctly in a sentence. 

Spelling list 
Dictionary  

Use further prefixes 
and suffixes and 
understand how to 
add them. 

Use the guides to learn how to use prefixes 
(at the start) and suffixes (at the end) in 
relation to root words. Practice writing out 
the words and then use them in your own 
sentences using the root word then the 
new word. E.g. The magician made a 
rabbit appear from a hat. Then the 
magician made her assistant disappear in 
a wardrobe.  

KS1 Bitesize 
KS2 Bitesize 
Prefix and 
Suffix list 
 

Organising 
paragraphs around a 
theme. 

Study an animal of your choice, could be a 
land or sea creature. Find out the following 
information: habitat, diet, classification 
(mammal, reptile etc.), interesting facts. 
Then construct a fact file with each section 
under a new subheading. 

Paragraphs 
Animal Facts 
 
 

Organising 
paragraphs around a 
theme. 

Using one of the writing prompts write a 
descriptive piece of writing about the 
image. E.g. looking at a forest: one 
paragraph could be about the trees, 

Paragraphs 
Writing 
Prompts 
 

https://www.literacyshedplus.com/browse/browse/age-7-9
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-3/english#subjects
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TNNnLkbx7hI/Xe6cqKTLHNI/AAAAAAAAMW8/iV8yC54uKSYYdnDdYo7f-XgpLF3ckSlYQCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Possessive%2BDog%2BExamples%2BFreebie.jpg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TNNnLkbx7hI/Xe6cqKTLHNI/AAAAAAAAMW8/iV8yC54uKSYYdnDdYo7f-XgpLF3ckSlYQCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Possessive%2BDog%2BExamples%2BFreebie.jpg
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
https://www.brickhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Year-3-spelling-list.pdf
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8mxrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/grammar/prefixsuffix/index.shtml
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/grammar/prefixsuffix/index.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z9n73k7
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/animals/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z9n73k7
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
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another about the wildlife, another could be 
about the surroundings, another about an 
activity that could be happening within the 
woods. 

Read aloud their own 
writing, using 
appropriate 
intonation and 
controlling the tone 
and volume so that 
the meaning is clear. 

Whenever your child has had an 
opportunity to complete a writing task, ask 
them to read it out to the family. If they’ve 
used speech encourage them to use the 
suitable pitch e.g. The boy whispered “I’m 
scared.” Ensuring that they whisper ‘I’m 
scared’. 
If they’ve written a poem encourage them 
to follow a beat (look at Michael Rosen on 
YouTube for examples of this). 

Michael Rosen 
 

Extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range 
of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although. 

On the ‘activities’ link are a variety of 
activities designed to teach how to join 
sentences correctly. 
 
When your child writing in general ask 
them if they can extend their sentences. 
For example The tiger was lying in the long 
grass. Ask them “Why?” “Where?” 
“When?” This will hopefully prompt a 
second phrase such as ‘because it was 
hiding from its prey.’/ ‘although it would 
have to move before sunset.’ / ‘when the 
hunter appeared.’  

Conjunctions 
Coordinating 
Subordinating 
Activities 
 

Use the present 
perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past 
tense. 

Verbs are action words and the present 
perfect form can allow a bit of variety in 
writing. Essentially the present perfect 
uses has/have before the verb. 
 
After looking at the guide for present 
perfect tense write a diary about the 
actions for today, using a variety of verbs. 
E.g. This morning I brushed my teeth and 
sauntered downstairs./ I have been reading 
stories about space./ Dad has begun 
cooking tea in the last half hour. 

Present Perfect 
Verbs 
Passive Verbs 
Modal Verbs 
 

Choosing nouns or 
pronouns 
appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid 
repetition. 

A piece of text would be boring if it was just 
he went/ he read/ he said/ he stammered 
or Sally went/ Sally read/ Sally said/ Sally 
stammered. 
So using a variety of him / her / them / 
name / the man / their aunt. Makes the text 
far more exciting to read. 
 
Using one of the writing prompts, write a 
story about what could be happening within 
the image. 

Bitesize 
Pronouns 
Writing 
Prompts 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ShpWyC1nIs
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-conjunction
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z9wvqhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zqk37p3
https://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishB12.htm
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/present-perfect-tense/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zpxhdxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsx2b82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-pronoun
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-images-shed.html
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Using fronted 
adverbials. 
 
and 
 
Using commas after 
fronted adverbials. 

Fronted adverbials simply describe when, 
where or how the following action is being 
conducted.  
Have your child complete a mind map or 
list of as many verbs (actions) they can 
think of. Then turn the words into basic 
phrases e.g. Dance -> The clown was 
dancing. 
Then think of when could it have 
happened? Where did it happen? How did 
it happen? 
Before the show started, the clown was 
dancing. // In the middle of the ring, the 
clown was dancing. // As graceful as a 
ballerina, the clown was dancing. 

Fronted 
adverbials  
Bitesize 
 

Using and 
punctuating direct 
speech. 

If they are writing a story then this should 
be happening automatically (hopefully). 
 
Taking pictures from the internet, or in 
story books, magazines, newspapers etc. 
create speech bubbles and write what the 
person could be saying. E.g. I wonder how 
tall the Eiffel Tower is. 
 
Then gather these sentences and begin to 
put them into “full sentences” E.g. Rebecca 
said “I wonder how tall the Eiffel Tower is.” 
 
The next stage will be using synonyms 
(similar words) for said for example 
shouted, yelled, pondered, whispered, 
queried, stammered etc. Then put these 
into the sentences e.g. Rebecca uttered “I 
wonder how tall the Eiffel Tower is.”  

Direct and 
Indirect speech 
Inverted 
Commas 
Synonyms for 
said 
Further 
Synonyms 

 

https://www.learningstreet.co.uk/articles/what-are-fronted-adverbials/
https://www.learningstreet.co.uk/articles/what-are-fronted-adverbials/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zp937p3
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-direct-and-indirect-speech
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-direct-and-indirect-speech
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/said
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/said
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/grammar-vocabulary/story/100-words-to-use-instead-of-said-synonyms-sorted-by-emotion-html-1387531-2018-11-13
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/grammar-vocabulary/story/100-words-to-use-instead-of-said-synonyms-sorted-by-emotion-html-1387531-2018-11-13

